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There can be no doubt that the greatest destruction occurred a t  the 
city of West Point, which is situated a t  the point where the Chatta- 
hoochee River begins to form the boundary between Georgia and 
Alabama. Thi? ia a thriving city of cotton mills and manufacturing 
plants, the business part of the city and many residences being built 
on the low ground near the river banks between the hills on the eastern 
and western banks of the river. At a stage of 22 feet the water enten 
the streets of the city; the sidewalks and stores are elevated above the 
Rtreets proper some 3 or 4 feet. This place ha\ving experienced a rke 
to 25.6 feet in 1886 and again to 3.5 feet in December, 1901, merchants 

red to elevate their p d s  to higher positions in the stores 
E z z r e E d a  are threatened. The river, however. on this occasion 
rose d t h  such rapidity and reached such an un recedent,ed &age that 
in many caved the precautions taken were o fno  avail. The crest 
reached s t  West Point was 29.3 feet on the afternoon of December 10. 

The entire business section of West Point was flooded. Manufar- 
turing estnhlishments, hotels, the Auditorium, churches, warehouses, 
general stores. and numerous residences were surrounded by a swiftly 
moving current of water froni 5 to 10 feet deep. There was no loss of 
life, but several hundred people were marooned for some days. The 
highway bridge over the C‘hattahoochee which connects the two sides 
of the cit,y and supported the big water main waa carried away, so that 
the city was without drinh5ng wat,er. The telephone and electric- 
light systems. gas works. and street-car service were entirely put out 
of commission. entailing great loss to equi ments. The loss of pro 
erty as a whole, though not yet accuratery fixed, is conservative6 
estimated to have exceeded a million dollars. For some days following 
the flood the didreas a t  West Pomt was 80 great that Red Cross aid 
from Atlanta waa rushed to the city and contnbutions of money poured 
in from neighboring cities. 

The Chattahoochee a t  Columbus rose to t,he very high stage of 52 
feet, surpassing the record of 1SSG by 3.5 feet. A grPat deal of damage 
was done to the machinery and stock of the cotton mills, iron foundnes, 
grocerv stores, and other commercial concerns along the river front. 
Elect& light and street car service were suspended, and gas for cook- 
ing could not be obtained for some days. A t  Guard across the river in 
Alabama poorer people living in lowlands near the river had to vacate 
their homes. There was much enforced idleness owing t u  the inipossi- 
bility of operating the mills. 

Another feature of the flood was the enornious loss of river and smaller 
county bridges in a t  least a dozen counties within the region of eatest 
precipitation. The following counties suffered most severely: f h ~ n ,  
Cobb, DeKalb, Roclidale, Spalding, Hall, and numerous others. 
On the night of December 9 while endeavoring to cross Irtoy (’reek 
near Atlanta an automobile was precipihted into the flooded creek. and 
three persons mere drowned. The loss to crops gathered or prospective 
was wry small, and to railroad property not great. An eatinlate of the 
tot,al loss, including loss to buildings, factories, municipal p1ant.s. 
highways, and bridgea, may conservatively he plnred at nearly 
K?,ol)o,ooo. 

. 

FLOODS I N  THE MERIDIAN, MISS., RIVER DISTRICT, 
DECEMBER, 1919. 

By J. H. JAQU.4, Observer. 

Prom December S to 9, 1919, more than 10 inches of 
rain fell over a narrow strip of territory in Mississippi, 
averaging approsiniatelp 50 miles in width, ail11 estenrl- 
ing northeastward from Lincoln County, in the southern 
port.io:i of the State, to Kemper County, in the east- 
central portion, a distance of about 150 miles. The 
greatest depth of rainfall, s0mewha.t over 12 inches, was 
in Lincoln and Lawrence Counties. To the nortliwaml 
and to the southwa.rd of the 10-inch a.rea, the is?hTets 
decrease rapidly to less than 1 inches. As t,he prnicip:il 
tributaries of the Cliickasawly , the Leaf, and lower 
P e d  Rivers originate in the region covered by excessive 
rains, the rise was extraordinary and unusuany destruc- 
til-e in the upper watersheds of those streams. 

The rise in the two up erniost reaches of the Chicka- 
sawhay River, Sowashee E reok a.nd Chunky Creek, was 
the greatest of record. According to reliable marks, the 
overflow of Sowashee Creek, at  Meridinn? on tlic Sth- 
9th, ’was about 16 inches above siiy previous known mark, 
but southward from Mericliaiii and from Chunky, oii 
Chunky Creek, the crest stages were pro iessivelg lower 

upper Chickasswhay were froin 8 to 13 inches below the 
than in the record flood of April, 1900. T 5l- e stages in the 

heights reached in April, 1900, and were generally slightly 
lower t,liaii the stages renched in MRV, 1909. 

Sowashee Creek, which is usually an insignificant 
stream, became, on the night of the Sth, a rziging river 
of no niem proportions, threatening destruction to ii 
lnrgc 8.1’88 in Meridian and its suburbs. The lower levels 
of the cit,y and blie clist,rict,s to the soutliwml werc 
iniinil:i.ted until noon of the 9t.h. In this district it WRS 
nec.essn.ry t.0 trmsport hundreds of Negroes to higher 
grouncl, rnmy of tlie victinis being awakened by rescuers 
when the rising wat.ers hac1 already entered their dwell- 
ings. One person \vas drowned in rescue work. 

The losses to individuals were not lar e in the a gre- 
gate, but many of t,he poorer fa.milies?ost their a ogs, 
chiokens and, In a few instances, t.heir household effects. 

All raihoads in Lauderdale County suff ered heavily by 
wa.shouts, suspending trafio for two days. Many county 
brid es were washed out, and the damage to hard-surfaced 
r o d  was considerable, especially in the direction of 
Arundel. About three-fifths of the loss in the Meridian 
section is represented by damage to buildings, highways, 
and bridges. 

Dmrnagc in the Chicfia.sa.~i~ha,i~ T‘alCey.-The crest sta e 

or 1 foot below the record stage. On the night of the 
Sth, the merchants began to elevate their stocks of goods 
to levels above n.verilge high water, but in spite of these. 
precautions much dimage was done to merchandise in 
storehouses. 

The rise at  Shubutu was 11.4 fret durin t.he night of 

1 p. m. of the 11 th a crest stage of 44.3 feet was reached. 
As it WM impossible, after 7 a. m. of the 9th, to reach 
the bridge upon which the river gage is located, the crest 
rending WLS derived by coplpnrison with the record water 
mark of 15 feet, in April, 1900, the recent stage being 
a.bout S inches lower. 

Gren.t damnge occurred in the districts between Enter- 
prise and Shubuta.. Most of the inha.bitants of lowlands 
suffered severely, somewhat more than 300 families, 
chiefly colored, near Shubuta, 
their homes, which were 
3 to 4 feet for itbout two days. 
all of their corn, peas, otatoes, and live stock, in nd&- 

greater portion of the losses could have been avoided had 
thc sufferers heeded the warnings, which were two days 
in ~dvatice of tlie flood. The m e r  observer at  Shubuta 
states tliiit, “st.ill with 1111 the warnings they would not 
believe that it would be tis it proved to be.” 

Railroad washouts were numerous along the Chick*- 
sawhay. In somo instances from 300 to 500 feet of road- 
bed were unclcrniined. Traffic was suspended for two 
days snd coniplet,e resumption was not accomplished for 
nearly 10 days after the water receded. The Mobile & 
Ohio Railroad Co., by ‘‘ tieing” its tracks a t  critical points, 
avoided the disaster of April, 1900, when their tracks 
were hurled into the woods for much of the distance from 
Meridian southward. 

Frorn S h u h t a  southward, the damage wiis less severe 
than in Clarke County, but there was a heavy loss of 
live stock and lumber, and great damage to roads, creek 

reached at  Enterprise was 37 feet, at  1 a. m. of the lot Yi , 

the Sth to a stage of 33 feet at  7 a. m. of t a e 9th, and at 

tion to  damage to house K old effects. It appears that the 

- - 
bridges, and fences. 

Lt(i.1’ R,ivcr. disk.ict.-The Leaf River, at  Hattiesburg, 
renchzd a crest stage of 25.3 feet on the l l t h ,  the high& 
since regulnr readings began. The loss by overflow and 
backwuter ait Hattiesburg and adjacent localities was 
probnbly greiiter than in any other section of equal area. 
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The inundated met% averaged eight blocks froni the river 
in the northern and eastern sections of the city, dwellings 
being flooded from 3 to 3 fee.t decp. In the sections 
occupied largely by Negroes, about 400 families were 
compelled to abandon tlieir homes. The number of 
rofugees was a. prosimately 1,000; these were cared for 
by public relic? P associa.tions. Three pelsons w e  known 
to have lost their lives by drowning. 

Nearly every factory in the district suffered losses 
ranging from $500 to $35,000, the p r k i  a1 product 

able loss through suspension of business. Below Hat- 
tiesbur the chief losses were due to drownin of live 

portions of highways. 
In Jones County all railrortds were wckshed bndly, sus- 

Near La,urel nitmy 
families had to abandon their horn=? and sonie residents 
had narrow escapes from drowning. 

Two railroad wrecks, due to washouts, occurred on 
tho Mississippi Central, the first one on the 8th, about 
2 miles west of Hattiesburg, where the engine was de- 
railed, killing the engineer instantly. The second wreck 
wm on the 9th, near Prentiss, where t i n  estrn freight 
train went through a trestle that had been dnni:iged by 
high water. The fireman was buried under the locoino- 
tive. 

Pascu.gouih River di.str.i.c.t.-At Merrill, :Itr the hrtrd of 
the Pascagoulu, River, tlierc: WBS B rise of 7.8 fecit,, on tlic 
Sth, to 20.5 feet, on the 13th, when the flood wnteis from 
the Chickasawhay and Leaf Rivers began to arrive. On 
the 15th, a crest stage of 25.5 feet was reached. This is 
the highest stage since the record of 27 feet on July 9, 
1016. 

In Greene, Geor e, :ml Jackson Count,ies, niore than 
1,000 head of cntt 5 c were drowned siid the limbering 
industr was stopped. 

Pew.  7 River district.-Thc rainfall o w r  tlit? walt.t~~lied 
of the Pearl River above Jackson WHS much less than it 
was over the districts below Jackson and in the eastern 
portion of the State. A crest of 53.3 feet WRS reached 
at Edinbur on the 12th, :ind 30.5 feet, at  Jackson, on 
the 17th. 8;1 the Pearl River valley north of the Ala- 
bama & Vicksbur Railroad the losses by overflow werc 
enerally unavoikble iind not unusual. Thc greater 

fosses were clue to freshets in the c.reeks tributary to thc 
main stream. Small bridges were dislodged :uid loao.ing 
roads washed out, but there was no ~nnt~eriid diiniigc.qfont! 
to improved highways. Railroads in this section sufftwtl 
little. 

From Jackson south iiearly to the linc of t,he hiissis- 
sippi Central Rdrond tliere was no t?s triiordinary over- 
flow, although truck crops a t  Crystal Springs WCWF 
damaged aonsiderably. 

In  the counties of Lincoln, Lnwrcnce, &l:irion? :i.n(I 
Pearl River, the water stn es were nwwly equal to thosc 
reached in the historic; k ~ o d  of April, 1900. A large 
number of both wooden and steel bridges were dislodged. 
and for the first time sinc.e April, 1S96, the tracks of tlic 
Illinois Central Railroad Co., near B o p e  Chitto, Miss., 
were submerged for a distmce of 3 to 4 miles. Con- 
siderable d m a  e was done to recently constructed grand 

loss by erosion in the counties named was extensive and 
probably will muse the abnmlonzllent of large cultivated 
areas. 

The IVmt PearZ River.-In the county of Walthall, 
Miss., and in the parishes of Washington aiid St. Tam- 

damaged being dry lumber, and there wns a f so consider- 

stock, %e washing away of logging roads, bri c f  ges, nnd 

ending traffic for two or three days. 

roads in Lincon 7 County. It is dso reported that the. 

About 500 acres of oats were flooded. 

ST?, loll s2,131 
............................. 
.................... StiO 

ninny, La., which are tra,vei.std by Bogue Chitto River, 
re2i.t tlamage. was sustained to highways and sawmills. 

h e  loss of livestock was probably the ~ -reatest , of the 
last 30 years. 

In  addition to the heavy loss of live stock in tlic West 
Pearl bottoms, there wits extensive dii.mage to logging 
ro:ds. The probable loss of many logging tenins wits 
Imwentcd by tlieir t.inic.ly withdrawal. 

Estinraled loss diic to jioods, Dfcenther, 1919. 

\riG:ik+)pi is.,iith~~litJ.. ........ M35 oO(1 
\13)uirna ........................ I fi37'fi00 
+or .in.. ........................ Z)IOO:OIX 
South l.'aroliiia.. ........................... 

1::' ;; 
--I .......... 

iFXl 

Tots1 ...................... 4,0i4,600 638,NlLl 3'2,lUo 226,nln 128,160 
- . I-l--I-l--I-- 

Flood stages, December, 1919. 

I ' Above flood 
sta-ates. I F l o ~  i I stage. 

Drainage, river, and station. 

ATLARTIC DHAIRAGE. 
Santre: 

Sduda: 

Savannah : 

Rimini. S. C . .  ......................... ./ 
FerguJon, S. C..  ........... -1.. ........ .! 
Chappellr 8. C.. ....................... .i 
Pelzer. S: %. I 

i Colhoun Falls, 6. C.. ................... 
.iilgusta, ~ a . .  .......................... I 

13rm1d: I 
i Carlton, Ga.. 

Nlllppvillc, ( :a .  ...................... ._ I  

I Dulilm, Ga .............................. 
I Macon. Ga.. ............................. 

Hawkinsville Ga.. .................... .: 
Abbevlllr, d.: ........................ _I 

I .umtr  Cil y. Ga.. ..................... .! 

............................ 

........................... 
ocoLIuc: 

( ,emul$ee: 

EAST GULF DHAINAGE. i 
I 
I Woodbury, Ga .......................... 

Albany. Cia.. ........................... I 
Fliut: 

ClinLtnhmhec: ............. 
h'urcross. Cia.. .......................... 
West Point.. Ga.. ..................... ._I 
Columbus, Os.. ......................... I 
Eulaula, Ala.. ............. .............I 
AlngU, Akd.. .......... ~. ............... .! 

I Montgomery, Ala.. ..................... 
I Selma, Ala. 

I A h e a d .  AI% 

Rome ( :a ................................ 
(:adsden. hls.. ......................... I Lwk No. 4 Ihcoln. Ala ................ 
Wetumpkd, Ala 

Cant on, C: a.. 

Centerville .............................. 
Alwrdcen Miss ........................... 
Demopol&, Ala.. 

Tuscaloosa, Ala. ......................... 
Merrill Miss.. ........................... 
Enterprrise, Miss. ........................ 
Shubuta, Miss .......................... 
Hatliesburg, Miss. ....................... 
Etlinbnrg. pliss.. ....................... j .......................... I Jackson, Mus. .  
Columbia, MISS.. ........................ 
rear1 River, La ......................... 

Alabama: 

Tala omn: 

Coma: 

............................. 
............................ 

......................... I ............................ Etowvah: 

Cahabs: 

Tombigbee: 

Ulaek Warrior: 
....................... I 

I';srwgoulo: ! 

I 
i Chiekasawhny : 

LWf: 

Pesrl: 

I West Pearl: 

1 Contlnucd lnlo January. 

TO- 

21 
23 

14 
11 

11 
12 

11 

1.1 
. Ih 

I3 
16 
24 n 

13 
19 

11 

16 
17 

18 
10 

12 

I1  
lrj 
17 
14 

11 

11 

3 
24 

12 

20 

I2 
16 

13 

15 
27 
2s 

? 
? 

(9 

crest. 

Stage. 
- 

Feet. 
11.2 
13.7 

19.5 
14.0 

15.0 
35.4 

a. n 
31.4 
24.0 

25. 3 m. 3 
16.5 
LH. s 

17.1 
24.2 

27.1 
21). 3 

53.4 
40.7 

57.1 
a 9  

54.0 

32. B 
22. R 
18 Y 
55.G 

24.3 

32.8 

33.0 
56.1 

58.6 

25.5 

36.2 
44.3 

25.3 

23.3 
30.5 
25.6 

16.3 

sa. o 

- 
Date. 
-- 

16 
17,lP 

12 
9 

11 
11 

10 

12 
15 

I1 
15 
l i  
21 

11 
17 

10 
10 
10 
I 4  
14 

11 
14 

10 

11 
15, lii 

I1 
12 

10 

3 
18 
6 

10 

15 

12 

11 

17 
12 
12 

13 

in 
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Draiaaga, rhw, and station. 
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Flood skrgss, D~mnbm, 1919--COntinued. Flood stages, December, 1919-Continued. 

Aboveflood -, I Flood 1 1 
! stage. - Drainage, river and station. 

Above flood 
stagae-dates. Crest. 

- 
Date. FrOlU- Itage. Date. 

- --!-I- 

OHIO nRAINAGR. 

Idttb Kanawha: 
Glenvilb. W. Vn.. ...................... 

SaI Binr: ! Fwt. Feet. 
Roil \\eir. l'vn .......................... 

FW. 
23. n 
4.4. (1 
41). 4 
42.3 
41.5 
42.1 

s. 5 

2s. n 
21.0 

O!l. 5 
39.5 
40.7 

11.7 
15.8 

10.5 

32.3 

17.6 

44.3 

n. i 
28.7 

37.1 

16.6 

10.3 

25.0 
21.8 

28.2 

24.6 
34. z 

I 

14.15 
1R li  
$ l i  

1s 
1R,10 

1 

I 

1 

I 
I7 
SI 

1 
5 

14 

15 

15-21 

2 i ,  28 

30,31 

15-16 

30,31 

1 

14,15 

4 
1 

4No.2 
a 3 0  

ti 

411 
33 
35 
35 
35 

I 

?5 

2(1 

:r3 :u 
34 

11 
15 

a 
32 

17 

IS 

3 

25 

35 

14 

9 

24 
20 

25 
25 
"R 

Ohio: 
Cloversport Ky ......................... 
Henderrron,'Ky.. ........................ 
Evansville, Ind ......................... 
Nount Vernon, Ind. .................... 
Bhawieetown, Ill. ...................... 
Circleville, Ohio.. ....................... 
Frrrmrrq KF ............................ 
Cynthlma, Ky.. ........................ 
lack No. 4, Wooillwry, l i y  ............. 

Do.. ................................ 
Lock No. 2, Rumsay, Eg ................ 
hfaye t t r  Ind .......................... 
Mount C&mmeJ, Ill ....................... 
Mendota, Va.. .......................... 

srioto: 
Licking: 

South Forkif Lirkiog: 

(;wen: 

Wahash: 

North Fork of Holston: 

Tennessee: 
Rlverton , Ala. .......................... 

(;ita: 

\Villsnirtte: 
Eeli in, \riz.. ........................ 
Eugene, Omp ........................... 
Orrpon('ity,Orrg ....................... 

MEAN LAKE LEVELS DURING DECEMBER, 1919. 

I?y LTNITEV STATEN LAKE SURVEY. 
[i~;d.ril IJvtI'uil,, Mirh.,Ju~i. 5, 19LXl.l 

The following tlntlt are reported in the "Notice to 
Mariners" of the above date: 

I.sken.1 I YI98ISSlPPl AND GULF DEAINAGE. I 
Bt. Franeis: 

MIIisslssfppi: 
Marked Tree, Ark. ...................... 
Arkansas Citv. Ark. .  ................... 

1)3t;1. 
-.  Yazoo: 

Tmllahatchle: 

Atchafala a: 

Black: 
Cacbe.: 
Sul hur: 

Tdnltv: 

Yam0 City, Miss.. ...................... 
Swan Lake, Miss.. ...................... 
Melde ,  La.. ........................... 
Black Rock, Ark.. ...................... 
Jelks, Ark.. ............................. 

 ing go brossing, ,rex.. ................... 
Liberty Tex ............................ 
I M I ~  +ex ............................. 
Trinidhd, Tex.. ......................... 

%inley Tex ............................. 

- 
Fcrt. 
245.74 

-0.3i 
-0.15 

.- ......... -. - . - -- 
Mean level durirw Urccmhrr. l'dl9: Fd. 

W2.33 

-0.18 -n. 13 

ye32s .............................. +O.M 
-0.60 + 1.13 

Novembrr level.. .................................. 
Jnnuary level.. .................................... 

.\IJOW inem sea Ii*\.el at New York.. .... 
Ilmve or below- 

Meanstage of Norrdwr,  I N % .  ..... 
Meanstace of Dwernber 1918.. ...... 
~ v c r a p e  stage for Decehrr, Isst IO 

Hizhffit recorded Drcemhcr ;tap=. ... 
Lo vest r worrlpd Deremlwr %age.. ... 

\verape rrlstlon of the Decemher level tc- 

+ o x  
-1.a 
+2.31 

-0.2 
*n.o 

I Continued from November. 9 (bntlnued into January. 8 Novemher. 


